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Mom'’s Tool Box
- Handout

The man of the house usually has his own set of tools, sometimes quite extenswe, consastmg
of hand and power tools, selected for all manner of repairs. More often than not, they can be
found in select locations around the homestead and the search for a particular tool is
accompanied by the phrase “honey, have you seen my........???77

Today's discussion is on “Mom’s Toolbox” and the selection of tools that the lady of the house

might find useful. | have discovered that in my home, Mom’s Toolbox is just that, Mom’s}
Permission must be granted for others to use said tools and the “prompt” return of tools is not

only expected, but demanded. The penalty for failure is not pretty and usually results in
forfeiture of permission to borrow, at the very least! :

The quality of the tools purchased need not be name brands, as Mom is not normally making
her living using these tools every day. By utilizing the discount stores and on-lme shoppmg, the
costs associated with Mom’s toolbox can be kept to a minimum,

Wrenches: The home tool box should contain a set of combination wrenches in both metric
and sae (standard), ranging in size from % in to % inch. These wrenches contain both an “open
end” and a “box end”. .

Sacket Wrenches: AKA socket set, these sets are extremely versatile and your tool box should
contain both metric and sae, just like the combo wrench sets. Usually 3/8 drive, but the %
drive has proven extremely handy due to the collection of smaller sockets included.

Specialty Wrenches:

Adjustable wrench (Crescent Wrench ™, ) One of the most miss-used tools in the box, but
every tool box should have at least one. Proper use requires adjustment of jaws each time it is
positioned on the bolt head or nut, otherwise “rounding” of the bolt head/nut can occur.

Pipe wrench: useful for plumbing work and also to “hold and grip” anything that is being really
stubborn.

T

Oregon FCE Fall 2015 ' ) | Page 1




Pliers: Pliers come in many configurations, each one designed for a particular need or use.
Every tool box should have at least the slip joint pliers and the needle nose pliers.

Slip joint: used to grab hold and steady the bolt, nuf, pipe etc., used where light force is
needed to stabilize.

Large shp jomt (water pump or channel lock tm): used where more leverage is needed and for
plumbmg work.

Lineman'’s pliers have a built in wire cutter and a wider ﬂat “biting” area for grabbmg and -
bending wire.

Needle Nose: used to reach into those ttght places to hold or grab some have bu:lt inwire
cutter . :

Side cutter’s: used for cuttmg light gauge wire.

Stnkmg Tool; A hammer, Mom’s toolbox must have at least one, preferably one that can puﬂ a
nail or tack rather than a ball peen.

Screwdrivers: Every toolbox should have at least 4, 2 flat blade (one small, one large) and 2
Phillips (one #1 and one #2). A set of jeweler screwdrivers might also be considered as they are
very handy for things like eye glasses and the extra small screws on many appliances. '

Hand Saws: Although there may not be room in the toolbox itself, a handsaw is a much
needed addition. In fact two is better, one for wood, and one for metal.

Measuring tools: A tape measure (your choice of length) and a 12 inch rule should also be part
of your toolbox. st P

Home Repairs: Review “You Tube” videos for p-trap and flapper replacements.

REFRENCES:

i ScottP Schneider (1998). "Tools". In Jearine Mager Stellman. Chemical, industries and
© occupations. Encycfopaedla of Occupational Health and Safety 3 (4th ed.). International
Labour Organization. pp. 93.33~93.34. ISBN 978-92-2-109816-4 ’ ;

© 2. Cacha, Charles A. (1999). Ergonomics and Safety in Hand Tool Design. CRC.
ISBN 1566703085.

Clip Art obtained from Microsoft Word non-commercial use software.
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